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ices had been BO eminent, whose advancement I had myself furthered, and who stood by me in my difficulties, I was not inconsistent if I modified some of my opinions, and conformed to the wishes of one who has deserved BO well of me If I went with Pompey, I must go with Caesar too , and here the old friendship came to bear between Csesai, my brother, and myself, as well as Csesar's kindness to me, of which I had seen evidence in word and deed . . . Public interest, too, moved me A quarrel with these men would be most inexpedient, especially after what Caesar has done. . . If the peisons who assisted in bringing me back had been my friends afterwards, they would have recovered their power when they had me to help them The ' good' had gained heart when you were consul Pompey was then won to the ' good ' cause Even CsBsar, after being decorated by the Senate for his victories, might have been brought to a better ]udgment, and wicked citizens would have had no opening to make distuibances. But what happened ? These very men protected Clodius, who caied no more foi the Bon a Dea than for the Three Sisters They allowed my monument to be engiaved with a hostile recordl . The good party are not as you left them Those who ought to have been staunch have fallen away You see it in their faces. You see it in the words and votes of those whom we called 'optimates,' so that wise citizens, one of whom I wish to be and to be thought, must change their course ' Persuade your countrymen, if you can,' said Plato, ' but use no violence ' Plato found that he could no longer persuade the Athenians, and therefore he withdrew from public life Advice could not
1 Here follows much about himself and his own merits